writings of Marx, Engels, Lenin, and Stalin are all
above criticism. Not only can none of their views
be called into question, but any criticism of any
detail of the enormous volume of publications by
these authors, covering almost all conceivable
subjects, would be considered as a counter-revolu-
tionary act, punishable by death. The imposition
of Marxism includes the compulsory acceptance of
all writers approved by Marx or Engels; on these
grounds authors as widely varied as Epicurus,
Darwin, and Balzac are above criticism. The first
because he was favourably discussed in Marx's
doctoral dissertation, the last because Marx praised
In'm in his private correspondence. This reference
of Marx to Balzac has actually become the founda-
tion of the literary doctrine of " Socialist Realism "
now enforced in the U.S.S.R. " Socialist Realism,"
" Soviet classicism," are examples of modern Marxist
doctrines, which are proclaimed from time to time
by the party authorities. They are compulsory.

Up till 1932 the Communist way of discussing any
theoretical problem of science, engineering, art, or
society was to seek for a text in the then authorita-
tive writings and Party lines which would apply to
the case. In important questions the Party might
intervene, giving a final decision absolutely binding
to everyone.

The most important new scientific periodical of
the U.S.S.R., which was started early in 1932
(Zeitschrift fur Pliysik der Sovjetunion), contains an
editorial preface mentioning the application of
Dialectical Materialism to physics as one of the
purposes of the new journal. Not one in a hundred
physicists believed in this nonsense, but np one could
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